
Anti-Apartheid in Northern New South Wales, 
1975 - 1990

My appointment as an academic at the Northern Rivers C. A. E. 
began in January 1975. By the end of the year we were confronted 
with political activities by the South African Ambassador, invited 
by Rotary to speak at the Kyogle Bowling Club in the context of 
the Rotary student exchange system. He was also there to explain 
the “benefits” of Apartheid. 

This event marked the start of the Anti-Apartheid campaign in 
Northern NSW. Together with a number of other lecturers and 
around 15 to 20 students, we arrived at the Bowling Club with lots 
of placards and leaflets. The local citizens, who were not 
accustomed to demonstrations, greeted the arrival with both 
surprise and criticism.  The media was present, especially the 
Northern Star and the local Kyogle paper. The Ambassador was 
guided into the Club through the backdoor thereby avoiding a 
direct confrontation with the protestors. However, several (high 
school) students decided to talk to the protestors later to find out 
more about Apartheid and also why the protestors opposed the 
Rotary student exchanges.

The Rotary's student exchange system, although laudable 
generally, was criticised by us for South Africa because Australian 
students were in danger of being misled about Apartheid in South 
Africa. Eventually, these exchanges were stopped.

Demonstrations of this kind were exceptionally rare in that part of 
NSW. In 1974 the arrival of Green alternatives in the Nimbin area 
had introduced another new dimension of political activity in 
Northern NSW. The local media had reported extensively and 
prominently on that event. Although not fully understood as such, 
at the time, it was an environmental revolution that became part of 
a wider transformation on the Far North Coast. The rapid growth 
of the tertiary institution, NRCAE/Southern Cross University, was 



another change. New absentee farmers of macadamia plantations 
and growing tourism added to it.

In this period I also initiated the local campaign against the 
importation and sale of South African fish fingers by Woolworth. 
Again there were loud protests and discussions in the local media. 

In 1979 I went on two-years unpaid leave from NRCAE to take up 
a position of Senior Lecturer at the University of Zambia for a two-
year contract. I had lived in South Africa and Zambia before and 
my Ph. D. thesis was on the International Relations in Southern 
and Eastern Africa, 1953 – 1973. Thus I taught Southern African 
Politics as well as the Politics of Development in Lusaka. Our two 
older children studied at university in Australia and my wife and 
two younger children went with me to Lusaka. Our two younger 
children went to the International School there, a great experience 
for them. Remarkably, we had lived two years before in Northern 
Rhodesia (1962 – 1964) when I worked there in hotel management, 
in Lusaka (Ridgeway Hotel) and later in Broken Hill (renamed 
Kabwe after Independence in 1964). 

Returning to Lismore in mid-1981 I was interviewed by the local 
paper the Northern Star about the role of then Prime Minister 
Malcolm Fraser in relation to Apartheid. To our surprise Fraser 
had made a speech at the CHOGM Conference in Lusaka, 
mid-1979, strongly condemning Apartheid. We saw it on local T. V. 
and could hardly believe what we heard. It turned out to be a 
genuine position. The interview centred on Fraser’s position 
which, I explained, would be in the long-term interest of Australia 
and would assist in turning around the public attitude in respect 
of Apartheid  (N.S., 23.09.1981). 

I joined the ALP soon after returning to Lismore, as I thought the 
federal seat could at least be made marginal. The National Party 
had never been seriously challenged and the federal seat 
(Richmond) had become something of an N. P. dynastic fiefdom 



for the (Doug) Anthony family. I became President of the Lismore 
Branch and later ALP federal candidate in 1984, and again in 1987. 
We improved the standing of the ALP significantly but fell short of 
winning the seat. It was later challenged by anti-nuclear 
campaigner Dr. Helen Caldicott, a friend of ours, who stood as an 
Independent in 1990. She very nearly won the seat but her (23%) 
preferences went to the ALP candidate, Neville Newell who won 
the election for the ALP for the first time.  The N. P. leader Charles 
Blunt unexpectedly lost the seat.

The Anti-Apartheid campaign hotted up in Lismore when the 
ANC representative in Australia, Eddie Funde visited the area. 
Eddie had arrived in Australia in 1983 and had been assisted 
greatly on arrival by the Union Movement.  He had lived in exile 
in Zambia and Tanzania previously. Eddie made a first visit to 
Lismore in 1985, as a guest lecturer in the Northern Rivers CAE 
multicultural studies program. His second visit was as a guest of 
the Lismore Branch of the ALP, in 1988. 

Most local media, radio, TV and print interviewed him. I also 
introduced him to a number of high schools to speak with senior 
students. Eddie had also come to speak at the start of a special 
screening of the film Cry Freedom in Lismore. The film attracted a 
full house and Eddie spoke at length about the evils of Apartheid, 
the Liberation Movement and the developing situation in South 
Africa. An ANC support group was created by the new 
progressive monthly the Northcoaster and met for the first time on 
22nd September, 1988 in the Lismore and District Workers Club.

The growing opposition Apartheid in this far-flung region of NSW
also had an effect on relations with the local Indigenous 
population, who rightly pointed out that they had also been 
victims of local Apartheid. True of course although the NRCAE’s 
record, in the area of Indigenous education, and later the 
developments at the successor institution, Southern Cross 
University, became recognised nationally as “ground-breaking”. It 



was formally recognised as such by Governor-General Sir William 
Patrick Dean during a special visit in 1996. Deane became a Patron 
of the Australian Indigenous Education Foundation.
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