
 

https://www.moadoph.gov.au/learning/ 

Vietnam Moratorium Podcast  

Student Activities - Protest and Music 
 

The following activities help you to consider the meaning behind some protest music.  Think 

about the lyrics and perhaps do some additional research to provide context.   

The list starts with the songs from our Vietnam Moratorium podcast, then extends to other 

protest songs.  Remember, protest is not always about specific policies of governments.  

 

Songs from the Podcast 

 

Give Peace a Chance by John Lennon and Yoko Ono 1969 

Lyrics – Look up the lyrics and any unfamiliar terms.  Why do you think the song is 

structured this particular way?  How do you think having the chorus interspersed helps to 

bring the different verses together? 

Additional research - John Lennon wrote this song in particular circumstances. What was he 

doing, and where? What did the media make of this story? Why did he share the writing 

credit?  

We Gotta Get Out of this Place recorded by The Animals 1965 

Lyrics – What do the lyrics say needs to happen and why?  This song resonated with many 

different social groups, and particularly with Vietnam soldiers.   Why do you think this is the 

case?  

Additional research - If you search online you’ll find this song has been recorded by many 

artists. However, this version was the one that stuck in people’s heads. Can you imagine 

why? Can it even be called a protest song?  

War recorded by Edwin Starr 1970 

Lyrics - How does this song make you feel? How would you describe it?   The lyrics of the 

song choose 2 particular groups to focus on – why do you think this is the case? 

Additional research - Is it about a specific event or something broader?  

Born in the USA by Bruce Springsteen 1984 

Lyrics – Listen/read the lyrics.  Where is the song set?  What situation does the returned 

soldier find himself in? 

Additional research - What was the origin of the song? Is it an appeal to patriotism, as the 

chorus might suggest, or something beyond that? Does it use a single issue to talk about a 

wider issue? 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C3_0GqPvr4U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NTsRFZ75abQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gKAM1NfMXY8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EPhWR4d3FJQ
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Other Notable Protest songs 

 

There are so many, but we’ve selected a few that have strong social histories and personal 

meanings.  

Black Magic by Baker Boy 2018  

What language does Baker Boy sometimes sing in? What is he singing about? Is this an 

unusual theme in Aboriginal music? If it isn’t, find some other examples from other singers or 

groups. What is the earliest example you can find?  

Beds are Burning by Midnight Oil 1987 

How does the imagery of the video reflect the content of the song? Both the video and the 

song use the concept of ‘Land’. What is meant by that? What other political references might 

the song contain?  

Masters of War by Bob Dylan 1963 

This song was written when the term unplugged hadn’t been coined. It’s not about Vietnam, 

but something bigger. What was Bob Dylan writing about? What key event in history may 

have prompted its writing?  

Get Mine 2015 OR Mother Tongue (feat Mirrah) 2020 by L FRESH the LION  

What is key issue of the song? Is this something you personally feel? How does the imagery 

in the video reflect the content of the song? 

We Shall Overcome 1945, uncertain copyright, performed by Joan Baez 1963 

This song is still important to a particular social movement. What are its origins? What is the 

social movement? Can you find any important events at which this song was sung?  

 

And here is one last song just to inspire you a little: People Have The Power by Patti Smith 

1988. 

 

Want more? Creative activity. 

MoAD put together many more Spotify playlists of Protest Music to accompany an onsite 

community event (art installation piece) titled 33 Revolutions.  This event asked participants 

to consider a protest song that has had an impact on them – on one side of an old LP record 

to write the title of the song, on the other side to explain why it was an important song to 

them. 

Perhaps you’d like to create a similar display which looks at songs that have meaning to you 

and your peers.   
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j3_WuuWJ1hw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ejorQVy3m8E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JEmI_FT4YHU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aiIj-enNs34
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=veYWd3ncrSs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7akuOFp-ET8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pPR-HyGj2d0
https://www.moadoph.gov.au/33-revolutions-the-power-of-music/

