
Exploring the Inquiry Mindset

Day 1 Schedule 8.30am - 3pm

Cultivating Cultures of Curiosity with Trevor MacKenzie and Jessica Vance

8.30 - 10.00 Curiosity: (10 Characteristics & garden) 
Trevor and Jessica introduce the 10 Characteristics of the Inquiry Classroom and help teachers 
reflect on what these characteristics look like in their own classrooms. Each characteristic 
has depth and is aspirational in its scope, thereby inviting teachers to be lifelong learners and 
inquirers in their own right. Teachers will be called upon to reflect on their teaching and identify 
areas of strength as well as a single area to elevate and sharpen in the coming weeks and 
months as a personalized inquiry goal.

10.30 - noon Provocations: Planting Seeds for Curiosity 
We look at the role of provocations in learning and how these rich and engaging entry points 
to learning (and our curriculum) can spark wonder and curiosity. Trevor will share examples of 
powerful provocations and provide space and time for attendees to research provocations of 
their own for their unit of study. A diverse array of provocations will be explored, including place, 
people, art, loose parts, videos, gifs, artifacts, and picture books.

Attendees will be introduced to a provocation design tool that outlines how we can ensure the 
provocations we plan to use with students creates curiosity and wonder as well as opportunities 
to co-design and co-construct learning experiences.

12.45 - 2.15 The Power of Questioning and Listening in our Inquiry Spaces
In this critically important workshop Trevor and Jessica will speak to the role of questions in 
learning and in shaping our lesson and unit design. Facilitators will speak to the content in 
our curriculum and how, although content is undeniably important, it can often be given too 
much of our time and our planning when it comes to our designing learning experiences in 
our classrooms.

Trevor and Jessica will introduce teachers to structures teachers can implement in their 
classrooms to help their students become stronger questioners and create a deeper 
understanding of the role of questions in inquiry. The result of this activity is twofold. One, 
teachers learn the exercise to teach it to their students and implement it in their classrooms. 
And two, teachers will cultivate curiosity and plan for curiosity in their classroom.

2.30 - 3.00 Closing/reflection
Liberating Structures - the 25/10



Exploring the Inquiry Mindset

Day 2 Schedule 8.30am - 3pm

Cultivating Cultures of Curiosity with Trevor MacKenzie and Jessica Vance

8.30 - 10.00 Values Inventory
Reflection lies at the heart of inquiry and it’s a skill and mindset that’s essential for us to
maintain and practice in order to best facilitate the learning in our classrooms and schools. 
During this session we’ll delve into a values inventory exercise that helps us further embody the 
power of reflection. Attendees will engage in a series of reflective cycles, each one supporting a 
more interrogative and intrinsic stance on their roles in the inquiry classroom.

The Two Dimensions of Assessment
In this critical session, Trevor and Jessics will walk you through the foreword from Inquiry
Mindset Assessment Edition penned by Ron Ritchhart and examine the landscape of our 
assessment practice. We will look at a variety of assessment scenarios and map out where these 
fall in terms of impact on student learning, student skill development, and students becoming 
more assessment capable in their learning.

10.30 - noon 10 Student Centered Assessment Beliefs
In this highly engaging session, Trevor and Jessica will share student-centered assessment beliefs 
from the inquiry classroom, ten underpinnings that inquiry teachers plan for, cultivate, coach and 
model in order to have students engage more meaningfully in the assessment realm of inquiry. 
Trevor will invite you into this research through reflection, evidencing, and planning relevant next 
steps to help shape your inquiry teaching. This session will bring authentic assessment to the 
inquiry experience for both students and teachers leaving participants with language, activities, and 
experiences to bring back to your staff and school and raise inquiry capacity across your campus.

12.45 - 2.15 Evidencing & Artifacting Learning
What data do we collect to authentically document and support learning? How do we use evidence 
of learning to co construct meaning throughout our inquiry journey? During this session, we’ll 
uncover ways we balance both formative and summative assessment in our practice reflecting on 
the purpose and role of the learning environment as the “third teacher”. This active session calls 
on participants to engage in a learning walk of their own, gathering essential evidence to support 
redesigning our spaces that best allow learners to be active voices in the classroom.

Participants will walk away with a deeper understanding about the role of retrieval and critical 
thinking throughout the process of learning and leave with several essential questions and prompts 
to guide next steps in their assessment practice, in turn, meeting the diverse needs of their learners.

2.30 - 3.00 Closing/reflection
Trevor and Jessica will engage the audience in an interactive Question Panel as they field questions 
from throughout the event and in real time.


