
Four Key 
Facts

What’s that 
dingus?

OK sleuths… investigate  
the Chamber to reveal  
four key facts. 

The map, tools and the Intelligence  
files in the detective kit will help.  
Piece of cake?

  Who sat in the biggest chair in this 
Chamber?

 
  What animals are on the Coats of  

Arms and which countries do you 
suspect they belong to?

 
  What do you suspect has caused  

the colour of the flags to fade?

 
  Do you reckon the gold Mace and 

despatch boxes on the central table 
are real or replicas? Why do you 
think so? 

Snoop around to find  
this mystery object:

The Green Room
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Members of Parliament used these 
buttons to call for help from attendants.

   Talk with your group  
and make a list of things 
politicians would have  
needed while working  
in this Chamber.



Grilled!What’s that 
dingus?

Imagine stepping back  
into the past... 

Your group are now Members of the 
House of Representatives. What is one 
promise you made when you were 
selected to represent your electorate? 
How will you keep this promise?

  Go to the large radio 
broadcasting equipment  
near the doorway leading  
to King’s Hall. 

  You are now being interviewed 
by a journalist. There is a 
microphone in your kit. Passing 
it around to each other, record 
the promise you made and tell 
how you will keep it.

Snoop around to find  
this mystery object: 

Investigate the big glass box 
with desks and chairs in it. 

These ink wells were used before 
ballpoint pens existed. What topics 
would the politicians have written 
about? 

The Green Room
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Four Key 
Facts

What’s that 
dingus?

OK sleuths… investigate  
the Prime Minister’s Office 
to reveal four key facts. 

The map, tools and the Intelligence  
files in the detective kit will help.  
Piece of cake?

  What important sights of Canberra  
can be seen outside the windows  
of this office?

  The Prime Minister worked in this 
office a lot. Who do you suspect 
chose the artworks for the room?

  The office remains exactly 
how it was when the last 
Prime Minister left in 1988. 
Do you know his name?

  Find the television. What is different 
about this technology to televisions 
today? What sort of programs do 
you think the Prime Minister 
watched on the TV? 

Snoop around to find  
this mystery object:

Send one detective with a teacher  
to investigate how much of the  
Prime Minister’s office can be seen 
through the spy hole, then report back 
to the group.

Talk with your group about  
the purpose of the spy hole.

The Corner Office
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Grilled!

The Prime Minister’s  
phone is on the desk. 

Prime Minister Bob Hawke said forests 
in Tasmania should be protected.

Decide in your group one thing you 
want to protect in your environment.

 
  Imagine you are the Prime 

Minister and your phone is 
ringing! It’s a journalist wanting 
to interview you. Pass around 
the microphone and record 
your statement about why  
you would protect that thing  
in your environment. 

  Can you locate these red  
and green lights? They tell 
staff to go to one of the 
Chambers.

If the green light was flashing and the 
Prime Minister wasn’t in the office, 
where would they be?

What’s that 
dingus?

Snoop around to find  
this mystery object:

The Corner Office
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Four Key 
Facts

Material 
Witnesses

OK sleuths… investigate  
the Chamber to reveal  
four key facts. 

The map, tools and Intelligence file in 
the detective kit will help. Piece of cake?

  What symbol of royalty is on  
the top of the Black Rod?

  An important person from  
Great Britain or their Australian 
representative sat in the chair that 
has a crown on it. Who do you think 
those people were?

  Which big chair do you reckon was 
used by the President of the Senate? 

  Look up! People who needed  
the best view for reporting and 
photographing the Senators sat 
upstairs. What is the job title of the 
people who report the news?

Forensic time!

Get your mitts on bagged samples  
1, 2 and 3 in the detective kit and 
examine them closely. Are they plant, 
animal or synthetic materials? 

  Guess what the samples are 
and where they are used in 
the Senate.

Note your group’s observations:

 1. We suspect this is...

2. We think this might be...

3. This is most likely...

The Red Room
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Material 
Witnesses

Inspect bagged samples  
4 and 5 in the detective kit. 

Take a close look to investigate damage 
that can happen in the Senate.

What have people done to cause  
this damage?

Where can you see these materials  
in the Chamber?

Can you see the glass box protecting 
some chairs and desks? What is the 
furniture protected from?

Further Investigation
  Write down three questions 

your group would like to ask 
about this room and the 
people who worked here.

Your teacher might be able to use 
information from the Intelligence  
files to answer them, otherwise  
research them back at school!

The Red Room
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What’s the 
Lingo?

Heads and Hands

Surveillance time!
  Walk to the statue that  

gives the Hall its name.  

Talk with your group about features  
of George V’s clothing that are  
evidence of his leadership.

  Keeping an eye on the  
statue, can you decipher  
this  lingo to make two  
words?

XRE  RATPEROIM 

The words are in Latin, a very old 
language. Unscramble the letters  
below to find out what the words  
mean in English and what kind of  
leader George V was!

GIKN ROREPME

There are many paintings 
hung around the Hall.

  Using your best undercover 
surveillance can you identify 
four Prime Ministers? 

  I was the first Prime Minister 
to work in the Provisional 
Parliament House when it 
opened in 1927. 

  I am Australia’s longest 
serving Prime Minister.  
I did the job for 18 years,  
5 months and 10 days.

  I was Prime Minister in the 
final year of this building as 
parliament, and the first 
Prime Minister to work in the 
new Parliament House in 1988. 

  I was Prime Minister during 
the Second World War. After 
I died, a memorial service was 
held for me here in King’s Hall.

The Heart  
of the House
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Special Business

King’s Hall was the ‘heart’ of Parliament House and was  
used in many ways and for many different occasions.

Can you identify these historic events:  
a funeral, election day, protest or royal visit?

  In 1992, Old 
Parliament 
House was 
occupied to 
mark the 20th 
anniversary of 
the Aboriginal 
Tent Embassy.

  In 1945, Prime 
Minister John 
Curtin was 
remembered 
and missed by 
Australians. 

  In 1954, Queen 
Elizabeth II was 
the first 
reigning 
monarch to 
walk through 
the Hall and 
open 
parliament in 
the Senate. 

   6000 people 
voted in King’s 
Hall for the 
2013 federal 
election.

The Heart  
of the House
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Meaning in 
the Map

The Heart  
of the House

Talk among your group and decide  
why you think this building and its 
history are important to keep in the 
future. Report the verdict to your 
classmates back at school.

Use the map below to put your finger on 
the location of Old Parliament House.

The city of Canberra was 
planned very carefully, 
including the position  
of this building.

With your teacher, go through the front 
doors of the building onto the steps. 
Can you see:  

  A protest site? 
  

  A good place for a bush walk? 
 

  A lake? 
 

  A memorial building? 
 

  The new Parliament House?  
Why can’t you see that building?

When it was first constructed, it was 
important that Old Parliament House 
was connected to the city of Canberra. 
Although it is no longer a working 
parliament, the building is still important!
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