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Rights and Freedoms – Digital Excursion 

Teaching Resource 

 

The digital excursion Rights and Freedoms, is an introduction to the history of Indigenous 

rights and freedoms through the lens of those associated with Old Parliament House.  It 

focuses on authentic stories of people who worked in the building, visited the building, and 

campaigned in the building for change. It is not designed to be a comprehensive record of 

indigenous history.  

The following resources are designed as starter stimulus for teachers to elaborate further on 

the content covered in the Rights and Freedoms digital excursion. 

Suggested extension activities: 

1. Research the history of the language groups in your local area. 
https://gambay.com.au/  

2. Use a source analysis tool such as NACHOS/similar to analyse some of the newspaper 
articles below – which refer to events discussed in the excursion (see explanation of 
NACHOS and the article list below).   

3. Conduct additional research and analyse a selection of more recent news articles to 
consider some of the historical events and experiences discussed in the digital 
excursion, and what has changed. A few examples discussing the Moree Pool event:   

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/gallery/2020/feb/21/freedom-ride-1965-protesters-challenge-ban-on-

aboriginal-people-at-moree-pool-in-pictures  

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/audio/2020/feb/21/priced-out-of-the-pool-is-this-modern-day-segregation 

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2020/feb/21/moree-australian-swimming-pool-pricing-indigenous-people-

from-its-waters 

4. Consider Parliamentary diversity and representation by analysing Michael Cook’s 
work Majority Rule – Senate #2014-0151.  What comment is being made by the 
artist? Has diversity in our Parliament changed? 

5. How has the right of freedom of speech in our democracy provided an opportunity 
for people to use their voice to affect change – consider different formats, for 
example wearing badges. 

6. Consider the Freedom Ride 2011 Petition Book, and the message stick which are part 
of the MoAD collection.  What do these objects tell us about democracy and 
Indigenous constitutional recognition? 

7. Interpret Hansard records on Indigenous Rights in a creative way – using HansART. 
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8. Learn more about the struggle for equality, self-determination and financial 
independence through the people of the Pilbara region with our Marnti warajanga – a 
walk together resource.  

9. Consider how music has been used over time to help extend awareness and create 
change for the struggles for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander rights and freedoms.  
Look at songs for example by Archie Roach – Took the Children Away, Paul Kelly - 
From Little Things Big Things Grow, Yothu Yindi – Treaty, 
https://www.moadoph.gov.au/33-revolutions-the-power-of-music/ 

10. Look at some examples of political cartoons, and how these have examined societal 
issues that affect Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders. How have cartoonists used 
their freedom of speech to explore challenging content and what affect do you think 
these cartoons have on creating societal change?  Some examples are: Dear old Dad - 
Bill Leak, 4 August 2016, Untitled – Mark Knight, 20 June 2017, work by Danny 
Eastwood, Baseless Attack, Peter Nicholson, 21 January 2012 

 

NACHOS – a source analysis tool (tes.com): 

Nature - How is this type of text useful? 

Author – Who is the author? Are they an expert? 

Content – What is this source saying? 

Happening – When does this source date to? When did this happen? 

Omitted – What are some limitations of this source?  What are some weaknesses? 

Special Reason – What is the sources motive? 

 

Articles that discuss topics addressed in the digital excursion, and extend student understanding: 

Opening of Federal Parliament, Tue 10 May 1927, The Mercury,  

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/29672476 

100,000 Sign Petition on Aboriginals, 19 April, 1963, The Canberra Times 

 https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/104250620  

 Call for Referendum on Aboriginal Rights, 30 September, 1964, Tribune  

 https://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article236849205  

Student ride to tell of Aboriginal misery, 13 February 1965, The Canberra Times 

 https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/105828821  

Student’s “amazed” at Aboriginal support, 3 March 1965, Tribune 

 https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/236350739  

https://www.moadoph.gov.au/learning/
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https://behindthelines.moadoph.gov.au/2016/drawing-a-line
https://behindthelines.moadoph.gov.au/2017/the-lions-roar/untitled
https://behindthelines.moadoph.gov.au/cartoonists/danny-eastwood
https://behindthelines.moadoph.gov.au/cartoonists/danny-eastwood
https://behindthelines.moadoph.gov.au/2012/political-life-and-death/baseless-attack
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/29672476
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/104250620
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/104250620
https://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article236849205
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/105828821
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/236350739
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Is our Constitution fair to Aboriginals?, 3 May 1965, Tharunka  

 https://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article230413250  

‘Yes or No’ - your decision on May 27, 1 May 1967, Good Neighbour 

 https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/176531600/20745865  

 “Let’s tell the world there’s only one Australian...” 10 May 1967, The Australian Women’s Weekly 

 https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/page/4833280  

Big Smiles For The “Yes” Vote, 28 June 1967, Australian Women’s Weekly 

 https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/42114052  

Aborigines walk off jobs, 27 July 1968, The Canberra Times 

 https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/107064837  

Aboriginal wins selection to Senate, 25 May 1971, The Canberra Times 

 https://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article131808451  

Aboriginal land rights rejected, 22 October 1971, The Canberra Times 

 https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/110683167  

ALICE SPRINGS ACTION, 24 March 1976, Tribune 

 https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/236923412/  

Pastoral areas to Aborigines ‘if deemed traditional’, 16 June 1976, The Canberra Times 

 https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/131823189  

Aboriginal leaders plan tour on land rights, 28 February 1978, The Canberra Times 

 https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/131718362  
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