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First Speeches 

What did these trailblazing women say they were passionate about?  What did they say 
they would work to improve during their time in office? The first two speeches are available 
on the Breaking Through site, and the second two are linked to Hansard records.  
Listen/read their first (maiden) speech in Federal Parliament and complete the table below. 

 

Name In Office House of 
Representatives 
or Senate? 

They would work to improve? Other points of 
interest? 

Enid Lyons 1943-51 HOR  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dorothy 
Tangney 

   
 
 
 
 

 

Julia Gillard    
 
 
 
 

 

Linda Burney    
 
 
 
 

 

Your choice 
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What are 3 characteristics you believe a politician should have?  Explain your choices. 

1)                

2)               

3)                

Explain:              

              

               

Read Elizabeth Lee’s speech titled You Can’t Be What You Can’t See.  Why is she saying it’s 
important to have a diverse Parliament?  Why is she considered a ‘first’ in Parliament and 
what were some of the challenges she identified about being a ‘first’?  

               

               

               

 

What are you passionate about?  What can you do? 

If you were elected to Parliament, what would your first speech be about?  What are some 

issues you would be working hard to improve in our society? 

 Write a 1-2 minute speech to present to your class/record and play for your class.   

What social issues are your peers passionate about (at school, wider community)?  How 

can you work together to address these issues – how can your voices be heard so that 

positive change can occur?  

Some ideas: talk to your teachers, approach your student council, write to your parent association and 

school board, write to your local member or federal member, consider creating and submitting a paper or 

e-petition to Parliament. 
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Political Cartoons… can be a way to communicate social change. They are a great example 
of using freedom of speech. Create your own drawing of our first female Prime Minister 
Julie Gillard!  You can learn more about the power of political cartooning at: 
https://www.moadoph.gov.au/learning/resources/political-cartooning/  
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