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Use the Breaking Through website to find these trailblazing women– match the facts to the faces. 

                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I was the first woman to serve in 
the House of Representatives. 

I was the first woman to serve as 
Speaker in the House of 
Representatives. 

I was the first woman to lead an 
Australian political party. 

 

 

Being an athlete takes determination and 
focus. These traits helped Nova in her role 
as a Senator.  

Q: What other jobs could help prepare you 
for a job in Parliament? Why? 

A:      
      
      
      
       

 

Use the timeline to discover what event happened on these years: 

1902 -               

1962 -               

2008 -               

2010 -               

Nova Peris was the first 

Aboriginal woman to be elected 

into Federal Parliament. Before 

becoming a politician, Nova was a 

professional athlete.  

Q: What sport did Nova win an 

Olympic Gold medal in? 

A:      
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The women on this website cared deeply about a wide range of issues affecting 

Australia, like equality and the environment.   

If YOU were elected to parliament, what 3 issues would be most important to 

you? 

1. _________________________________________ 
2. _________________________________________ 
3. _________________________________________ 

 

Annabelle Rankin was the first woman to become a minister of a federal 
government department. She recognised the need to work hard to follow 
her dreams. 

Q: What are some other ‘firsts’ Annabelle is known for? 

1. _________________________________________ 
2. _________________________________________ 
3. _________________________________________ 

Annabelle once said “Politics is a tough business. I can be tough too if the 
need arises.”  

Q: What are three characteristics you think a politician should have? 

1. _________________________________________ 
2. _________________________________________ 
3. _________________________________________ 

Political Cartoons… can be a way to communicate social change. They are a great example of using 
freedom of speech. Use the space below to create your own drawing of our first female Prime Minister 
Julie Gillard! 
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