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What does that mean? 
It’s My Right, Isn’t It? – GLOSSARY 

 

Aboriginal Tent Embassy – originally erected on Australia Day in 1972 in protest to the Government’s 
approach to Indigenous land rights; the embassy has evolved over the years and continues to raise the profile 
of Indigenous issues 

Australian Classifications Board – ACB is an Australian government organisation responsible for the 
classification and censorship of films, video games and publications that are sold, shown or hired 

Cabinet – an executive group consisting of the Prime Minister and top-level ministers 

Censorship –the suppression of speech, books, films etc. that is considered objectionable, harmful or sensitive, 
as determined by the government 

Communism – a theory and system of social organisation based on a classless society, in which all property 
and resources are collectively owned by the community or state 

Convention on the Rights of the Child – human rights treaty monitored by the United Nations which outlines 
the civil, political, economic, social, health and cultural rights of children 

Defamation laws – an attempt to balance the private right to protect your reputation with the public right to 
freedom of speech; allowing people to sue those who say or publish false and malicious comments 

Freedom of assembly – the right of individuals and groups to gather publicly or privately and collectively 
express, promote, pursue and defend common goals 

Freedom of association – the right to form and join associations with others to purse common goals 

Freedom of speech – the right to hold and express opinions without interference 

Hansard – the transcripts of Parliament debates in Britain and Commonwealth countries; named after Thomas 
Curson Hansard (1776-1833) the first official publisher and printer for Westminster parliament 

Hawke, Bob – Prime Minister of Australia (Labor), 1983-91; the last Prime Minister to work in Old Parliament 
House 

King’s Hall – a large central space in Old Parliament House, used for important ceremonies; open to the 
general public. Named for King George V, whose statue is in the hall 

Menzies, Robert – Prime Minster of Australia (Liberal), 1939-1941 and 1949-1966, and Australia’s longest 
serving Prime Minister 

Policy – a political party’s plan that influences and determines their decisions and actions 

Referendum – a vote used to approve a change to the Australian Constitution 

Registered industrial organisations – union and employer organisations; for example the Master Builders 
Association of Victoria, the Australian Retailers Association, and Australian Meat Industry Council 

Subversive – intended to weaken or destroy a political system or government 

Unconstitutional – not allowed or illegal according to the constitution of a country or organisation 
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Union – organisations which represent the workers, aiming to improve working conditions and pay; the first 
Australian unions formed in Sydney and Hobart during the late 1920s and generally represented trade workers   

Universal Declaration of Human Rights – established in December 1948, it is an international document that 
outlines basic rights and fundamental freedoms to which all people are entitled 

Unscrupulous – behaving in a manner that is dishonest or unfair in order to get what you want 

Westminster system – the system of government used in the United Kingdom (Great Britain), and in many 
former British colonies 
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