
“Contemporary political 

cartoons are part of Australia's 

rich tradition of free speech and free

expression. The values that are the

cornerstone of our democracy...

Using this resource

Political Cartoons in the Classroom

Historic Cartoons - Let's dig into history

Context and Values 

Caricature - Looking Funny

Our Democratic Process  

Text - Caption, caption, read all about it!

Humour - Time to laugh, or is it?

Popular Culture - It's so hot right now

Daryl Karp - Launch of
Behind the Lines 2020.

History, Context & Analysis

Political Cartoons in
the Classroom

"At their best they illuminate issues in a

distinct and often very direct way - told

with originality and creativity. They

provide comment and provoke a

response. They make us laugh, cry,

groan and more..."
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Each page within this resource can be used as a stand-alone task, or can be

combined to form a handy reference resource on all things political

cartooning. 

The questions provided are designed to guide your students through to an

understanding of each topic. To aid in differentiation, the questions progress in

complexity within each topic, and we have made these questions open-ended

and adaptable to other cartoons. Extend your students' understanding by

heading to How to Analyse Political Cartoons. 

This resource contains cartoons from our historical collection and our annual

Behind the Lines exhibitions which we have identified as being exemplars of a

particular technique or issue. Wherever possible, we have selected pieces from

our current exhibition, and we encourage you and your students to also look for

any  'hot off the press' cartoons that relate to the skills you are working on from

the resource.  
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Using These Resources
This resource is designed to support you and your students to explore big

ideas around civics and citizenship and media literacy through the

wonderful world of political cartoons!  

 

Year Levels: 5-12
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https://moad-web.s3.amazonaws.com/heracles-production/d0b/cab/188/d0bcab188108c89542f207735ece59ad320ddc3cd6c2d60fc6ba7edf062c/FINAL%20How%20to%20Analyse%20-%20Teachers%20Notes-3.pdf
https://behindthelines.moadoph.gov.au/


The use of political cartoons in the classroom is an accessible way to enhance

media literacy skills, understand social issues, and unpack multiple perspectives

on contemporay and historical events. The topics we cover in this resource are

related to the Australian Curriculum, and the resource is designed to develop

your students' critical thinking, literacy and historical inquiry skills. 

By examining political cartoons as examples of free speech, you are also

helping your students examine how we can use media to have a say in our

democracy, and how we can be critical consumers of the media we read.  
 
We hope that your students will also be inspired to express themselves by

creating political cartoons of their own.   

Teachers can expand on the learning within this resource by combining with any of our

range of Political Cartoons Resources or Media Literacy Resources and by booking their

class in for the digital workshop 'Drawn Together'. 

 

Teachers can expand upon their own skills by booking into the TQI approved 'Media

Literacy and Critical Thinking with Political Cartoons' Professional Development workshop. 

 

We hope you enjoy exploring this resource — more information and resources can be found

at the MoAD Learning website: moadoph.gov.au/learning

Political Cartoons 
in the Classroom

Learn More...
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https://www.moadoph.gov.au/learning/classroom-resources/political-cartooning/
https://www.moadoph.gov.au/learning/classroom-resources/media-literacy/
https://www.moadoph.gov.au/learning/teachers/digital-excursions/drawn-together-digital-workshop/
https://www.moadoph.gov.au/learning/teachers/professional-development/political-cartoons-behind-the-lines-teacher-pd/
https://www.moadoph.gov.au/learning/teachers/professional-development/political-cartoons-behind-the-lines-teacher-pd/
https://www.moadoph.gov.au/learning/teachers/digital-excursions/drawn-together-digital-workshop/


Let’s dig into history

Liberals pledge to ban communists, by Samuel
Garnet Wells, 1949

Questions

Hidden Meaning Revealed Analysing Political Cartoons 
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Leadership: Are there any

politicians represented in this

cartoon? What do you know

already about their attitudes

towards this issue? 

Are there any clues in the

cartoon that can tell you

about the historical issue

depicted? Consider what

world events were occurring

at the time and how were

they affecting Australia?

Describe what is happening in the cartoon. Are any symbols used? How could this

change your understanding of the action within the piece? Note: In this piece you

could examine the symbolism of the rabbits, the fence, the symbol on the rabbits, the

clothes worn by the 'farmer' and the depiction of the environment.  

Focus your attention on any text or captions. What further information this can tell

you? Consider what this information may be telling you about the viewpoint of the

political party/politicians depicted and/or the viewpoint of the cartoonist.  

Do you believe a cartoon like this would be printed in the Australia in the 21st Century.

Why/why not? Discuss.

Australia has a strong tradition of political cartooning. 

Historical cartoons show us perspectives on past events, and help us

uncover how societal views and values have changed over time. 

Let's dig into History!
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https://behindthelines.moadoph.gov.au/2011/from-the-collection/liberals-pledge-to-ban-communists
https://behindthelines.moadoph.gov.au/2011/from-the-collection/liberals-pledge-to-ban-communists


Let’s dig into history

What values are shown within

the cartoons? Are these values

portrayed positively or

negatively?

What can these cartoons tell

you about the social values

that may have existed at the

time of publication?

Pick one cartoon. Can you

identify any other values or

biases the cartoonist might

have? Imagine: If they felt

differently about one value

how might the message of

their cartoon be changed? 

 

Questions

Context and Values

The Canberra Bubble, Peter Broelman, 2021

Privacy Concerns, Mark Knight, 2020

Values�are�another�
good�way�to�identify�the�bias
of�the�cartoonist�or�why
situations�and�people�are
portrayed�in�a�particular

way.

Political cartoons often use a recent event to make a comment on a wider

social conversation or issue. Cartoons might depict values that are being

challenged, debated or contested in society.
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Questions

In cartooning, caricature refers to the drawing of an individual that contains

certain personal features that are exaggerated. This may have the effect

of looking 'funny' or more easily recognisable. 
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Who is in the cartoon above? Describe what they are doing, and how they look. How

does the caricature effect the tone or overall feeling of this piece? 

For each individual, find an official photograph and examine which personal features

have been caricatured. What is the intended effect of drawing them in this way?

Even the chess pieces have been exaggerated in this cartoon. What comment could

the cartoonist be making about these two individuals? 

Check Mates, Eric Löbbecke, 2018.

Looking funny – 
the point of caricature
Let’s dig into history

Looking Funny 
The Point of Caricature
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https://behindthelines.moadoph.gov.au/cartoonists/eric-lobbecke


What event is being represented here? Who are the people being represented?

Examine the captions – what issue could this cartoon be commenting on? Does the

cartoonist agree or disagree with the action taken on this issue? 

How might this cartoon influence the reader's opinions of:

the individual being represented? 

a political party?

a political issue?

What comment is the cartoonist making about Australia’s democratic process? If the

audience was persuaded to agree with this, what kind of democratic action could

they take to express their views? 

Going for Gold, Fiona Katuskas, 2021
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Questions

The media has an important role to play in our democracy. 

Political cartoons are one way of examining the policies and actions of

those who are elected to represent us.   

Looking funny – 
the point of caricature
Let’s dig into history

Our Democratic Process
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Looking funny – 
the point of caricature
Let’s dig into history

Some cartoons rely HEAVILY on captions.

And sometimes LABELS or SPEECH
BUBBLES are there to help reinforce the
cartoonist's ideas.

Sometimes the TITLE of the cartoon
can be enough.

The Lockdown Passport, Glen Le Lievre, 2021 

Boom!, Brett Lethbridge, 2021 Museum of Nice Things, First Dog on the Moon, 2021

‘Caption, Caption’
Read all about it!

Cartoonists use different techniques to help get their message across,

including their choices for including text. 

Questions
What is the message of this cartoon? Would you understand this message without

the captions? 

Pick one of these cartoons to investigate closely. Do you believe the cartoon
would be as effective without as many captions? Why/why not?

7



Looking funny – 
the point of caricature
Let’s dig into history

Sarcasm:�
praise�which�is�really�an
insult;�sarcasm�generally
involves�malice,�the�desire
to�put�someone�down.

Irony:�
the�literal�meaning�of

what�is�presented�is�the
opposite�of�what�is

intended.

Satire:�
where�an�artist�exposes
faults,�vices�or�poor
behaviour�in�order�to

criticise.�

Can you identify the type of humour used in each of these cartoons? 

Explain how the characters in each cartoon are being used to strengthen the

message of the cartoon. 

Who is the joke about? Is this easy to distinguish? What symbols has the cartoonist

used to assist the viewer understand the context of each cartoon. 

Why is humour being used in these cartoons? Is it an effective way to deal with the

content?

Types�of�humour�often�found�in�political�cartoons:

Who Pays, Cathy Wilcox, 2021 Cave Dwellers, Matt Golding, 2021
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Questions

Humour is an important part of most political cartoons, and is a very effective

way for cartoonists to communicate their message to their audience.

Time to laugh — or is it?
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Looking funny – 
the point of caricature
Let’s dig into history

What do you notice? What characters, musicians or media personalities can you

identify in these cartoons? 

Make a list of the characteristics that these characters have - from either your

knowledge or from looking closely at their depiction in the cartoons. Are these the

kind of characteristics you would expect politicians to have? 

Pick one cartoon to discuss. Why do you think the cartoonist has chosen to portray

the politician(s) in this way? What is the overall comment they are making about the

characteristics, behaviour or policy choices of the politician(s)? 

 

Questions

Cartoonists often use references to popular culture to make it easy for
people to understand their message. 

Hot Potato, Paul Zanetti, 2019 Tony Potter, Matt Adams, 2011

“It’s so hot right now”
Popular Culture

By portraying politicians as pop stars, characters from movies or books,
or even internet sensations, cartoonists can include a story in their

cartoon that most people will know — and make a joke.
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